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Sophister Module Description Template 2022-23 

Full Name: Hybrids of Law in Literature  

Short Name: Hybrids of Law in Literature  

Lecturer Name and Email Address: Björn Quiring, quiringb@tcd.ie  

ECTS Weighting: 10  

Semester Taught MT/HT: HT  

Year JS/SS: JS  

Module Content:  

For most of its history, the British isles can be characterized as a realm of overlapping and contending 
jurisdictions. Within the territory of England and the sphere of its administrative influence, common 
law, civil law, canon law, biblical law, municipal law, the law of conquest and many other claims to 
legal order have coexisted, sometimes complementing, sometimes contradicting, one another. Literary 
works have always engaged with these overlaps, sometimes trying to resolve them but also 
contributing to the resultant conflicts. Accordingly, literary texts frequently refer to obsolete laws, 
future laws, fictive laws and rumoured laws from other parts of the world. Such references to other 
legal systems may occasionally question the public order and subvert the story that the dominant 
power likes to tell about itself; however, these same references may also complement and prop up the 
governing power. Either way, many dramas, novels and stories demonstrate that the law is not as 
unified, objective and straightforward as it is usually presented. Often, the power of rhetoric decides 
which claim to speak on behalf of justice is accepted as authoritative, and this verbal power covertly 
connects legal and literary discourses. The seminar will explore these latent connections in a range of 
literary works, from Thomas More, Edmund Spenser, William Shakespeare and Jonathan Swift to 
James Joyce and contemporary horror stories.  

Learning Outcomes: 

1. Learn to see literary history from a new angle.  

2. Read selected influential novels, poems and plays from several literary epochs (Sophocles, 
Shakespeare, Jonathan Swift, James Fenimore Cooper, James Joyce and others).  

3. Read influential theoretical texts (Hugo Grotius, Homi Bhabha and others).  

Learning Aims: 

Gain a deeper understanding of the entanglement between law and literature.  

Assessment Details:  

• Number of Components: 1  
• Name/Type of Component(s): 1 final essay  
• Word Count of Component(s): 5000  
• Percentage Value of Component(s): 100 %  

 



School of English  
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Preliminary Reading List:  

Wendy A. Adams, Popular Culture and Legal Pluralism: Narrative as Law (excerpts)  

Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture (excerpts)  

Ramsey Campbell, “Lorn Hall” and other stories  

James Fenimore Cooper, The Pioneers (excerpts)  

Bradin Cormack, A Power to Do Justice (excerpts)  

Hugo Grotius, On the Law of War and Peace (excerpts)  

James Joyce, Ulysses (excerpts)  

Thomas More, Utopia (excerpts)  

Lauren Benton and Richard J. Ross, “Empires and Legal Pluralism: Jurisdiction, Sovereignty, and 
Political Imagination in the Early Modern World”  

Sophocles, Antigone  

Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene (excerpts)  

William Shakespeare, Coriolanus  

William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice  

Jonathan Swift, A Tale of a Tub  

 
 
Please note: 
 

• Curricular information is subject to change. 
• Information is displayed only for guidance purposes, relates to the current academic year only and is 

subject to change. 
 

 

 


